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DEVIZES  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


The  Public  Health  Department, 
Browf ort , 

DEVIZES, 

V/ilt  shire. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Devizes. 


In  compliance  with  the  relevant  instructions  I present  my 
annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  District  in  respect  of  the  year 

1969. 


The  population  of  the  District  showed  a very  small  rise  from 
15»300  to  155320.  In  an  almost  unchanged  population  the  number  of 
births  can  be  seen  to  have  risen  from  20?  to  242  and  the  number  of 
deaths  decreased  from  240  to  20?. 

The  situation  regarding  causes  of  death  remained  very  much  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year.  Ischaemic  Heart  disease,  Pneumonia 
and  Cerebrovascular  disease  continued  to  occupy  the  top  three  places 
in  the  list  of  causes  of  death. 

It  would  seem  that  in  so  far  as  the  information  to  be  gathered 
from  figures  is  valid,  the  year  compared  favour*ably  healthwise  v\^ith 

1968. 


A sharp  rise  in  the  incidence  of  measles  in  the  section  of  the 
population  in  the  age  group  0 - 14  years  was  sufficient  to  appreciably 
raise  the  total  number  of  cases  of  communicable  diseases  occurring  in 
the  district  as  compared  to  the  total  for  the  previous  year.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  as  a result  of  immunisation  against  measles,  the  day 
is  not  too  far  off  v;hen  this  disease  will  no  longer  occur. 

There  'were  three  incidences  notified  of  Salm.onellosis  amongst 
the  stock  on  dairy  farm.s.  This  disease  which  occurs  throughout  the 
Country,  can  be  fatal  and  involve  the  farmer  in  considerable  financial 
loss.  Your  Officers  w^atch  the  situation  closely  in  order  that 
appropriate  action  can  be  taicen,  as  early  as  possible,  to  prevent 
spread  of  infection  to  hum.an  beings. 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  after  delays,  work  has 
commenced  on  the  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  Cannings  area  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed  in  1970.  When  this  plant 
is  in  operation  much  more  will  have  been  done  tov/ards  making  a sewer 
available  to  all  dv/ellings  in  the  district. 
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A sewage  plant  in  the  grounds  of  Roundway  Hospital  and  operated 
by  employees  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee,  though  within  the 
rural  district,  obtains  its  raw  m.aterial  in  ever-increasing  quantities 
largely  from  Devizes  Borough.  Whilst  the  plant  itself  continues  to 
function  fairly  satisfactorily,  complaints  are  received  about  the 
problems  arising  from  the  disposal  of  the  sludge  which  it  produces. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  the  1970’ s are  far  advanced,  arrangements 
will  have  been  made  whereby  the  Hospital  will  be  absolved  from  its 
unsought  task  of  treating  sewage  for  a rapidly  developing  area  and 
increasing  population.  This  v/ould  permit  it  to  continue  unencumbered 
with  its  primary  function  of  treating  the  ill. 

The  North  Wilts  Water  Board  is  the  Undertaking  for  the  district 
and  generally  speaking  the  supply  to  most  areas  is  satisfactory. 

Complaints  received  about  reduced  pressure  e.nd  discolouration  of  the 
supply  in  the  Lavington  area  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Board 
whose  efforts  tend  to  be  nullified  by  the  increasing  demands  arising 
from  additional  property  development. 

It  is  a matter  for  my  regret  being  unable  to  report  any  favourable 
progress  towards  the  fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  to  the  district. 

It  is  confidently  anticipated  that  before  very  long  the  value  of 
fluoridation  of  v/ater  supplies  will  be  looked  upon  by  the  powers  that 
be  in  a light  no  less  favourable  than  clarification  is  seen  to-day. 

In  the  Autumn  the  Rodent  Operative  retired  and  was,  in  due  course, 
replaced.  To  both  these  employees  for  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
Council,  I wish  to  offer  ray  thanks  as  I do  to  the  Department's  part-time 
clerk. 

In  conclusion  I offer  my  thanks  for  their  continued  good  work 
throughout  the  year  to  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  D.  Jessett, 
who  divides  his  time  between  his  public  health  duties  and  those  arising 
from  his  other  half-time  appointment  of  Deputy  Surveyor  and  to  the 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  E.  Wright,  sole  full  time  Officer 
of  the  Health  Department. 


P.C.  BARRY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GMERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  In  Acres  ....  ....  ....  ....  63, ^91 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate)  15,320 

Total  number  of  assessments  as  at  31»3»70 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31*3«70 ....  £407,018 

Estimated  Product  of  1d  Rate  as  at  31*3*7C.  £1,612 

Number  of  Council  Houses  as  at  3'1‘3*70.  ....  1153 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  compared  v;ith  other  areas 
(Births  and  Deaths  per  1,000  pp-pulation) 

* Standardised 


Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

1 968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

Devizes  Rural  District 

15.3 

17«9 

9.5 

9.7 

England  and  Wales 

16.9 

16.3 

11.9 

11.9 

Wiltshire 

17.5 

17.6 

10.2 

10.7 

* Comparability  figures  are  supplied 
to  each  District  by  the  Registrar 
General.  These  take  into  account 
the  varying  age/sex  distribution  of 
population  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  li/hen  applied  to  the  local 
rates  they  allow  a more  accurate 
comparison  to  be  made  between  different 


areas. 


Vital  Statistics  (Contd.) 


MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS 


1969 

1968 

1967 

Live  Births 

Number 

2A2 

207 

217 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

17.9 

15.3 

16.0 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

3.0 

3.9 

6.9 

Stillbirths 

Number 

k 

5 

3 

Rate  per  1 , 000  total  live  and  still 
births 

16 

23.9 

13.6 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

246 

212 

220 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

2 

3 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  under  one  year  per 

1 , 000  total  live  births 

8 

14.4 

4.6 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  under  one  year 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

9 

15.1 

4.9 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four 
weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

s 

9.6 

4.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortalit:/  Rate  (deaths  under 
one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

8 

4,8 

4.6 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  one  week  combined,  per 

1 , 000  total  live  and  still  births) 

24 

28.2 

18 

vUi 


COMUNICABLE  DISEASE 


TABLE  A 


Notifiable  diseases  notified,  divided  into  mutually 
exclusive  age  groups  with  totals. 


Disease 

0-h 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

All  Ages 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

5 

0 

0 

6 

Measles 

hk 

41 

1 

0 

86 

Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Jaundice 

0 

0 

1 

'I 

2 

TABLE  B 

Data  from  Table  A broken  down  into  Parishes 


Scarle  t 

T.B. 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Jaundice 

Fever 

All  Cannings 

1 

Bishops  Cannings 

4 

Bromham 

1 

15 

Easterton 

1 

Etchilhampton 

1 

Maricet  Lavington 

1 

1 

17 

Potterne 

1 

7 

/I 

1 

1 

Poulshot 

1 

PcOundv/ay 

C. 

1 

7 

1 

Rowdc 

2 

Seend 

3 

Stert 

5 

Urchfont 

21 

West  Lavington 

5 

VJorton 

1 

TOTAL 

6 

l 

4 

86 

1 

2 

TAElE  C 

Notifiable  diseases  notified  in  the  past  five  years:- 


1965' 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Scarlet  Fever 

49 

8 

10 

9 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

Measles 

332 

136 

64 

11 

86 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis 

4 

0 

1 

' 4 

4 

Diptheria 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  &■  Paratyphoid 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infective  Hepatitis 
(Jaundice) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

i 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  I969 


The  figures  given  below  are  taken  from  the  Registrar  General's 
Annual  Report  : - 


Male  Female  Total 


Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity  etc. 

0 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

2 

5 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

4 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

1 

0 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

5 

6 

11 

Diabetes  mellitus 

1 

1 

2 

Mental  disorders 

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  etc. 

1 

3 

4 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

3 

4 

Ischaeziic  heart  disease 

19 

20 

39 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

8 

8 

16 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

7 

24 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

5 

9 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

15 

19 

34 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

4 

1 

5 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

0 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

0 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

0 

1 

Diseases  of  muscolo-skeletal  system 

0 

1 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

1 

0 

1 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

0 

1 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

6 

0 

6 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

5 

5 

10 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

1 

0 

1 

Total  all  causes 

95 

112 

207 

'VvjVH..f  .i.i" 
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IMMUNISATIONS  AND  VACCINATIONS 


For  providing  the  figures  for  immunisations  and  vaccinations  carried 
out  in  the  district  during  the  year,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett. 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Measles  and  Polio.  Immunisations 


1 

Children  born  in  years 

Others 
under  I6 

1969 

1968 

^1967 

1966 

1965 

1960 
- 64 

1954 
- 59 

Primary  imras. 

Diph. 

43 

4 

- 

1 

6 

1 

- 

completed 

VJh.  Cough 

^3 

80 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

during 

Tetanus 

^3 

82 

4 

" 

1 

7 

1 

10 

1969 

Measles 

- 

9 

21 

21 

2 

26 

1 

Polio. 

42 

79 

6 

- 

1 

12 

- 

- 

Reinforcing 

Diph. 

22 

32 

3 

1 

123 

1 

i 

1 

imms. 

V.Ti.  Cough 

15  I 41 

2 

- 

12 

- 

- 

given  in 

Tetanus 

" 

22 

^52" 

3 

1 

125 

\ 

P 

18 

1969 

Polio. 

1 

20 

47 

2 

2 

\ 140 

i 

2 

I 

Sm.allpox 


■ -•■■■■ 

Months 

Years 

Age  group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9 - 12 

1 j 2 - 4 5-15 

I 1 

Vaccinations 

1 

4l  1 44  1 3 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

- 

- 

- ! - 1 po 

1 ! 

WATl^'R  SUPPLY 


A mains  water  supply  is  available  to  about  98%  of  the 
District  by  the  North  V/ilts.  Water  Board,  Generally,  there  has 
been  no  shortage  of  water  in  the  District  although  complaints  were 
received  from  consum.ers  in  the  Spin  Hill  area  of  Market  Lavington 
regarding  continuous  lov;  pressure  and  absence  of  supply  at  v/eekends. 
Representations  made  to  the  Board  have  resulted  in  booster  pumps 
being  provided  as  a temporary  measure  until  larger  mains  can  be 
installed. 

Samples  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Health 
Department  in  addition  to  those  taken  by  the  V/ater  Boa]:*!,  The 
V/ater  Board  also  submits  samples  from  the  various  sources  for 
chemical  analyses,  the  results  of  which  are  generally  indicative 
of  a pure  and  v/holesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

Tests  carried  out  on  mains  supplies  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Results  of  samples  taken  are  as  follov/s  : - 

TaRen  by  the  North  Wilts  V/ater  Board  48  satisfactory 

5 unsatisfactory 

(small  coliform  count) 

Taken  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  - 


Public  Supply 

54 

satisfactory 

7 

unsatisfactory 

Private  Supplies 

15 

satisfactory 

61 

unsatisfactory 

The  majority  of  the  61  unsatisfactory  samples  shown  as  taken  from 
private  supp?Lies  -were  repeat  samples  from  the  same  source. 


WAITLR  SUPPLY  (Contd.  ) 


The  position  in  regard  to  water  supply  via  public  water  mains 
(No  water  is  supplied  by  public  standpipes) 


Parish 

No.  of  Houses 
supplied  from 
public  water 
mains  1959 

Population 

supplied 

1969 

All  Cannings 

134 

468 

Beechingstoke 

49 

170 

Bishops  Cannings 

281 

985 

Bromham 

523 

1828 

Chirton 

95 

332 

Easterton 

d35 

474 

Erlestoke 

60 

210 

Etchilhampton 

51 

178 

Great  Cheverell 

155 

543 

Little  Cheverell 

55 

192 

Harden 

34 

120 

Market  Laving ton 

449 

1577 

Marston 

41 

142 

Patney 

28 

97 

Potterne 

538 

1922 

Poulshot 

101 

346 

Roundway 

317 

1085 

Rowde 

315 

1104 

Ssoncl 

350 

1229 

Stanton  St.  Bernard 

4l 

143 

Stert 

35 

222 

Urchfont 

282 

982 

V/est  Lavington 

343 

1200 

Worton 

131 

438 

The  District  is  supplied  from  six  sources,  the  fluoride  content  of 
the  supplies  being  as  follov;s 


Source 


Chirton  Bottom 
Erlestoke 
Great  Cheverell 
Bourton 

Shepherds  Shore 
Chippenham 


' Expressed  as  fluoride  content  in 
parts  per  million 


Loss  than  O."! 

n H 0.1 

” 0.1 
” ■’  0.1 

” ” 0.1 


0.75  (varies  slightly) 


SEWERAGE 


Post  v/ar  sewerage  schemes  are  available  in  the  following 
Parishes 


Erie stoke 

Market  Laving ton 

Urchfont  (including  Wedhampton) 

Seend  (including  Sells  Green) 

Potterne 

Great  Cheverell 

Worton 

Chirton  (including  Conock) 

Patney 

Easterton 


Bromhara  (including  Westbrook, 
Hawkstreet  & Netherstreet) 
Rowde 

Stanton  St.  Bernard 

Etchilhampton 

West  Laving ton 

Littla  Cheverell 

Poulshot 

Marston 

Harden 


Approval  was  finally  obtained  from  the  Ministry  at  the  end  of 
1968  for  the  sewerage  scheme  for  All  Cannings  and  Bishops  Cannings. 

This  scheme  is  estimated  to  cost  approximately  £200,000  and  work  was 
commenced  in  May  19^9  with  a contract  period  of  21  months.  The 
initial  good  progress  gave  indication  that  the  contract  would  be 
completed  v/ell  before  the  21-m.onth  period. 

This  is  the  last  major  sewage  scheme  in  the  district  and  when 
completed,  the  majority  of  dwellings  in  the  district  will  have  a sewer 
available.  The  Council  is  to  be  commended  on  their  progressiveness 
in  this  field. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  give  further  consideration 
to  the  sewering  of  Seend  Cleeve  and  approved  a scheme  presented  by  the 
Council's  Engineer,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

The  Council  decided  to  enlarge  Urchfont  sewage  works  which  is 
becoming  overloaded  as  a result  of  unforeseen  property  development 
in  the  area. 


SERVICES  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1953 


(a)  Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

(i)  Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  12 

(ii)  Number  of  positive  samples  found  Nil 

(b) Food  H.yp:ione(General)  Regulations  I96O 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  premises  to  which 
the  Regulations  apply 


General  Retail  Food  Shops  J>6 

Licensed  Premises  43 

Butchers'  Shops  6 

Bakehouses  3 

Fried  Fish  Shops  2 

HospitaJ-s,  Schools  and  Institutes  45 

Cafes  and  Licensed  Premises  serving  full 

meals  3 

Food  Factories  and  Poultry  Packing 

Establishments  3 

Total  141 


All  of  the  above-mentioned  premises  were  inspected  at  least 
once  during  the  year  and  found  to  comply  with  the  relevant  legislation. 


Unremitting  efforts  are  made  to  educate  the  food  handlers  in 
improved  techniques  and  food  storage  in  addition  to  the  necessity 
to  maintain  a high  standard  of  hygiene  in  mobile  food  vans. 


> 1 » •' 
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Services  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  193^  Contd- 


(c)  Poultry  Inspections 


(i) 

Number  of  poultry  processing 
within  the  District  .... 

premises 

e • « « 

(ii) 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises 

(ii) 

Total  number  of  birds  processed  during 
the  year  ....  .... 

(iv) 

Type  of  birds  processed 

.... 

(v) 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected 
for  human  consumption 

as  unfit 

« • • • 

(vi) 

Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  .... 

2 

59 

434,470 

Ducks,  Hens, 
Turkeys  and 
Capons 


0.4%  ducks 
2.9%  others 


15  tons 


(vii)  Comments  on  poultry  processing  and  inspection 

One  processing  plant  deals  solely  with  ducks,  of  a 
high  standard,  which  are  reared  on  the  premises 
where  inspections  are  made  at  least  once  a month. 

The  other  plant  deals  with  turkeys,  capons  and  hens 
and  is  visited  weekly.  A high  standard  of  hygiene 
is  maintained. 


APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR 
19^9  for  the  DEVIZES  RURAX  DISTRICT  IN  THE  COUNW  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act  'I96'] 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

3 

5 

1 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

58 

42 

3 

(iii)Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
v/orkers'  premises) 

Total 

61 

47 

4 



"i 


i 


3 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Pound 

f 1 

Remedied 

Number  of 

Referred 

Cases  in 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

which 

Inspector 

Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

V/ant  of  CleanlinessCSo  1 ) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(S.3) 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.^) 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

” 

~ 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

- 

- 

- 

- 

defective 

1 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

3 

3 

- 

I 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  TIE  ACT 

Outwork 


(Sections  153  and  )_ 


Nature 

of 

Work 

Mo.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section  133 
(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No . of 
prosec- 
utions 
for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole- 
some 

premises 

Notices 

served 

and 

prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6)  8c  (7) 

Wearing  ) Making 
Apparel  ) etc. 

) Cleaning 
) and 
) Washing 

11 

Total 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

■r 


I 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  t-IEALTH  INSPECTOR 
including  contributions  by  Mr.  E.  Wright 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year 
ending  3'lst  December  1969* 

This  is  the  first  complete  year  that  the  Public  Health 
Department  has  operated  as  a separate  unit.  Although  the 
department  is  small,  an  extremely  happy  atmosphere  has  built  up. 

I cordially  acknov/ledge  my  indebtedness  and  gratitude  to  the  loyal, 
competent  and  cheerful  staff  for  their  v;ork  throughout  the  year. 

The  retirement  of  Mr.  F,  Barrett,  the  Rodent  Operative, 
after  15  years  wiuh  the  Council,  although  foreseen,  was  nevertheless 
a serious  loss.  His  place  was  taken  by  Hr.  \I . Harrison,  who 
Mr.  Barrett  helped  to  train. 

I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  to  the  Clerk,  Dr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Hurley  and  Mr.  Lawrence  for  their  close  co-operation. 


DAVID  W.E,  -JESSETT. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING 


Council  Housinp; 


Twenty-four  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year 
which  included  six  flats  for  elderly  persons  and  fifteen  bungalows. 
The  six  flats  constituted  a minor  grouped  scheme  with  a resident 
Warden.  The  bungalows  were  the  two-bedroom  type  and  nine  at 
Market  Lavington  were  centrally  heated  by  'bottled'  gas  from  a 
central  suppl y . 

Private  Housing 

The  number  of  dwellings  built  by  private  enter-prise  was  112, 
an  increase  of  32  over  the  previous  year.  Included  in  the  above 
figure  are  42  houses  and  bungalows  on  Broadleas  Gstate  adjoining  the 
Borough  boundary.  These  are  part  of  the  first  stage  of  an 
attractive  estate. 

In  addition  to  the  housing  by  private  enterprise,  the  large 
estate  at  Fiddington,  Market  Lavington,  for  the  Ministry  of  Defence 
v;as  completed.  The  total  number  of  dwellings  is  12C,  v/hich  is 
approximately  a quarter  of  existing  houses  in  the  village.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  such  a large  percentage  of  newcomers  to  the  area 
will  have  a beneficial  effect  and  will  not  seriously  overburden  the 
existing  services. 

The  Improvement  of  Council  Dwellings 

During  the  year  only  two  improvement  schemes  to  old  Council 
Houses  were  carried  out.  The  few  remaining  pre-war  dv/ellings  which 
have  not  been  improved  are  waiting  for  main  sewerage  schemes. 

The  Council  have  installed  in  four  old  Council  houses,  central 
heating  systems,  two  by  electricity  and  tvio  with  oil.  This  is  in 
the  nature  of  an  experiment  to  gain  experience  in  the  various  type 
of  heating  for  pre-v/ar  Council  houses  with  regard  to  feasibility, 
cosi  and  suitability  as  to  tenants'  uses. 

The  Improvement  of  Private  Dwellings 

The  number  of  Discretionary  Grants  was  1 and  there  were  26 
standard  grants  during  the  year. 

These  numbers  are  most  disappointing,  being  the  lowest  for  a 
number  of  years. 

The  Housing  Act,  1969i  which  came  into  operation  on  25th  August 
had,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  no  effect  on  increasing  the  number  of 
grant  applications. 


HOUSING  (Contd) 


The  Improvement  of  Private  Dwellings  (contdc)- 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Ministry’s  intended  publicity  campaign 
will  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  public  the  increased  benefits  available 
under  the  new  legislation. 

At  the  end  of  the  yeai-  the  Council  delegated  authority  to  the 
Clerk  to  issue  approval  for  standard  grants  on  recommendation  of  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Treasurer.  This  forward  step, 
coupled  with  the  authority  of  the  Surveyor  to  issue  approval  under 
the  Building  Regulations,  ensures  that  in  straight  forv/ard  cases  works 
can  commence  within  a week  of  receipt  of  application. 

Slum  Clearance 

five  houses  were  demolished  fs  a result  of  Demolition  and 
Closing  Orders,  and  three  Closing  Oi'ders  v^ere  determined.  Also  tv/o 
Undertakings  not  to  relet  v;ere  accepted. 

Considerable  time  and  effort  has  been  spent  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  securing  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  older  properties 
by  persuasion  and  informal  methods.  It  is  only  as  a last  resort  that  a 
property  is  recommended  for  a 'Tim.e  and  Place'  notice. 

Caravans 


The  number  of  permanent  site  l.icences  is  for  yO  caravans  and  for 
32  holiday  caravans. 

The  new  holiday  site  has  proved  tc  be  a popular  stopping  place  and 
has  been  well  conducted.  Further  works  of  amenitjr  are  to  be  carried  out 

in  197c. 

Complaints  of  condensation  in  permanent  caravans  have  resulted  in 
revised  conditions  for  all  nev/  site  licences  to  ensure  that  vans  are 
properly  insulated  and  heated. 


Common Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 

Housing  - Annual  Return 

Appendix  1 shows  the  data  provided  by  the  Health  Department  for  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REFUSE 


A weekly  kerbside  collection  continues  to  operate  in  the 
district  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  Disposal  is  by 
controlled  tipping  and  is  carried  out  in  a nuisance  free  manner. 

The  Health  Department  deal  with  rodent  control  and 
prevention  of  fly  and  cricket  infestation  on  the  tip  and  surrounding 
land. 


The  hoped  for  back-door  collection  has  not  materialised, 
but  the  Council  are  to  employ  the  services  of  V/iltshire  County 
Council  Vi'orks  Study  Unit  to  look  into  the  question  of  productivity 
of  manual  workers. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES 


- 

Ho.  sampled 

Grade 

Results 

T 

II 

III 

IV 

20 

9 

6 

L 

-1 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  the  case  of  the  below-standard 
ice-cream  and  v/as  generally  found  to  be  the  result  of  prolonged 
storage  in  badly  regulated  open  topped  deepfreeze  units  - some  of 
the  ice-cream  so  held  being  so  old  as  not  to  be  readily  identifiable 
as  to  the  date  of  delivery  and  therefc’c'e  potentially  several  months 
old  or  even  left  over  from  one  season  to  another. 

Advice  and  persuasion  to  combat  this  state  of  affairs  was 
offered  at  appropriate  times. 


LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS 

This  district  does  not  contain  any  pasteurisation  plants  for 
liquid  egg.  Routine  checks  of  the  premises  v/here  liquid  egg  is 
stored  shov/  it  to  be  v/ell  stored  and  two  samples  taken  as  routine 
passed  the  prescribed  bacteriological  tests  satisfactorily. 

The  product  is,  no  doubt,  well  ss,rapled  by  local  authorities 
in  the  areas  where  the  processing  plants  exist,  and  occasionally  at 
the  importation  ports. 


ANII'iAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT.  1963 

In  this  District  we  have  three  registered  establisViments,  each 
of  which  are  inspected  regularly  and  appear  to  comply  with  the 
various  Regulations  made  under  the  Act. 

Routine  inspections  are  generally  carried  out  accompanied  by  the 
local  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  two  registered  and  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  this 
Council's  district,  one  solely  for  the  requirements  of  a single 
butcher;  the  other  serving  at  most,  three  or  four  locaJ.  butchers' 
shops . 


The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  was  as  follows 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cov/s 

Cov/s 

lalves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

532 

91 

3 

121 

653 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 

AI^D  CYSTICEKGOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

46 

13 

Nil 

19 

53 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease 

14.23:; 

13.7% 

00 

TUBERCULOSIS  OKLY 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

! 

*“  i 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

CY3TICERCCSIS 

, 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemined 

8 

- 

i 

P 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
cyc’ticercosis 

; 

! 

! 

f 

- I 

i- 

i 

1 

1: 

1 

Details  of  meat  including  offals  condemned  :~ 


From  Bovine  carcases  (less  cows ) 963  lbs 

Cows  327  lbs 

Pigs  283^1bs 

Sheep  28-^-lbs 

1602  lbs 


KEEPING  OF  ANIMj\LS 


The  disposal  of  pig  and  chicken  excreta  in  the  form  of 
slurry  continues  to  give  rise  to  complaints  of  obnoxious  smells. 

This  is  the  result  of  intensive  farming  praotices  whioh, 
due  to  economic  factors,  is  unfortunately  on  the  increase. 

Although  numerous  public  bodies  are  endeavouring  to  fipd  a 
nuisance  free  method  of  v/aste  disposal,  the  only  practical  method 
at  present,  appears  to  be  by  disposal  on  land  remote  from 
habitation. 

In  one  area  where  the  complaints  have  been  numierous,  the 
Parish  Council  requested  a public  meeting  at  which  the  local 
Member  of  Parliament,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  and  the  Council's  officers  attended.  Villagers  made 
their  complaints  and  the  farmer  concerned  gave  his  side  of  the 
picture.  The  problem  is  being  kept  under  reviev/. 


OFFICES, SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  I963 


There  are  J)'\  premises  registered  v.lth  this  Council  under  this 
Act  of  Parliament,  offices  in  or  at  factories  being  within  the 
province  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

The  Act  basically  governs  the  safety,  health  and  v/elfare  of 
office  and  shop  workers,  and  v/hilst  it  is  a very  useful  piece  of 
legislation  that  has  no  doubt  gone  a long  way  to  improve  the 
v/orking  conditions  for  such  staff,  e^’■en  including  those  in  local 
government  itself,  as  an  Act  of  Parliament  it  probably  has  more 
relevance  in  towns  and  cities  than  in  rural  communities,  where 
the  villages'  general  shop  is  often  the  only  premises  to  v/hich 
the  Act  applies. 

Not  so  much  time  has  been  able  to  be  devoted  to  this 
legislation  in  the  past  year  due  to  pressure  of  other  work, 
especially  in  the  field  of  housing. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS 


76  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit.  The  Council  have  implemented  the  requirements  of  the 
Home  Office  New  Model  Code  requiring  an  annual  inspection  and 
certification  of  electrical  apparatus. 

This  work  has  caused  an  additional  clerical  burden  on  the 
Department.  No  accidents,  fires  or  explosions  have  been  notified. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACTS 


The  Department  has  dealt  v/ith  numerous  applications  under 
the  above-mentioned  Acts  relating  to  prior  approval  of  furnaces 
and  calculation  of  heights  of  certain  chimneys. 


DISEASES  OF  ANL^iALS  (VJASTE  FOOD)  ORDER  1937 


Vie  have  three  premises  licensed  for  the  boiling  of  v/aste 
foods  (i.e.  pig  swill  etc.)  in  this  district  and  these  are  all 
satisfactory.  All  the  premises  have  been  inspected  during  the 
year;  the  special  risk  that  arises  from  inadequate  protection/ 
sterilisation  by  adequate  boiling  being  instanced  during  the 
outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  of  nearly  two  years  ago. 

Thus  in  a rural  area  proper  hygiene  is  a vital  link  in  the 
chain  of  protection  against  the  spread  of  such  diseases. 


RIVER  POLLUTION 


It  is  felt  that  the  public  at  large  and  riparian  owners  in 
particular,  are  becoming  'pollution'  conscious.  Both  the 
Bristol  and  the  Salisbury  Avon  have  head  waters  in  the  Council's 
district  and  the  tv/o  Authorities  concerned  are  making  strenuous 
efforts  to  clean  up  the  various  streams. 

All  new  farm  drainage  and  proposed  septic  tanks  are  given 
careful  consideration  by  the  Department  to  prevent  possible 
future  river  pollution. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMPLAINTS 


Type  of  complaint 

No. 

Remedied 

Outstanding 

No  action 
necessary 

Housing (excluding  Council 

11 

6 

1 

4 

housing) 

O’/ercrov/ding 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Insanitary  houses 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Sewerage 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Drainage 

17 

14 

2 

1 

River  Pollution 

4 

1 

2 

1 

V/ater 

3 

2 

- 

1 

Refuse 

6 

5 

- 

1 

Keeping  of  Animals 

11 

6 

2 

Fly  and  insect 

infestation 

8 

7 

- 

1 

Rodent  infestation 

98 

98 

- 

- 

Footpaths 

1 

1 

Offensive  accumulations 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Miscellaneous 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Food  complaints 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Gypsies,  camping,  caravans 

4 

4 

- 

- 

172 

131 

7 

14 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Housing 

681 

Nuisances 

24l 

Drainage 

132 

Sewerage 

170 

Water  Supply 

162 

V/ater  samples 

137 

Dairies 

46 

Milk  sampling 

71 

Food  inspection 

266 

Food  shops 

183 

Bakehouses 

18 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

14 

Refuse 

32 

Factories 

33 

Infectious  diseases 

34 

Rodent  control 

81 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act 

10 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises 

33 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

36 

Building  Inspections 

624 

Tovm  & Country  Planning 

114 

Petroleum  Regulations 

91 

Council  Houses 

47 

Miscellaneous 

614 

i 


> 


j 


I 


f' 


] 


r 


> ’ -’ 


^ tiy 


i 

-« 


i 


3 


• // 


NOTICES  SERVED  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT; 


Statutory  4 

Informal  56 

NOTICES  COMPLIED  WITH: 

Statutory  4 

Informal  ^8 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Set  out  below  is  a Table  showing  details  of  visits  and  treatments 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agricultural, 
Fisheries  and  Food 


APPEKDIX  1 


Rural  Housin/s;  Statistics  for  Year  ending  3i  st  December,  1969° 

1 . Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  at 

the  end  of  the  year. 

2.  Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district 

ovmed  by  the  local  authority,  1,151 

3.  Number  of  temporary  dwellings  in  the  district 

owned  b}'’  local  authority,  NIL 

4.  Number  of  applications  for  Council  dwellings  at 

end  of  year,  466 

5 . Inspection  of  dwellings  during  year : 

(i)  Number  cf  dwellings  inspected  under  the 

Public  Plealth  or  Housing  Acts.  166 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit.  19 

6.  Number  cf  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action.  48 

7.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

Proceedings  under  Secticns  16  and  17  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number-  of  demolition  Orders  made.  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a result  of 

demolition  Orders.  1 

(iii)  Number  cf  undertakings  accepted  to  make  fit 

or  not  ti  relet,  2 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  m,ade  fit  as  a result  of 

unde  rt  aking  s , 1 

(vi)  Number  of  demolition  Orders  revoked.  2 

Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17,  18,  26  and  55 
Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Section  26  Housing  Act,  l96l 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  vvhere  closing  Orders  were 

made . 4 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  a result  of 

closing  Orders  or  undertakings  by  owners,  2 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a result 

of  closing  Orders.  4 

(iv)  Number  of  closing  Orders  revoked.  3 


i-C . 
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APPENDIX  1 CONTD, 


Houses  erected  or  converted  during  year: 


1.1.69 

to 

31.12.69 

Houses 

during 

erected 

year 

dained  from 
conversion  of 

-Lost  from 
conversion  of 

Eor  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

large  houses 
into  flats  or 
dwellings 

two  or  more 
houses  into  one 

Local 

Authority 

- 

24 

Private 

Enterprise 

- 

112 

2 

2 

Housing 

Associations 

etc . 

- 

Iraprovement  G-rants  completed  under  the  Housing  Acts,  ^9h^  - '196A 


1.1.69 

Discret 

(Conversions 

ionary  Crants 
and  Improvements) 

Standard  G-rants 

to 

Number  of 

Amount  of 

Number  of 

Amount  of 

31.12.69 

dwellings 

completed 

grants  paid 

dwellings 

completed 

grants  paid 

1 

£400 

26 

£5 , 073 .11.6 

Housing  Act,  1964,  Part  II» 

Number  of  Improvement  areas  declared  under  Sections  13  (i)  0 

Number  of  Improvement  notices  served  either  under  Section  19 
(iii)  or  Section  20  (i) 


0 


.3-  V 


